
 

 

PULSE  THE  

A NOTE FROM PASTOR PAUL  
 

On Sunday, June 9, Christians celebrate the Day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit of God was poured out in a 
powerful way, with rushing wind and tongues of fire.  With Pentecost we celebrate the breaking down of barriers 
between strangers as the proclamation of the power of God is understood in multiple languages. 

 

But too often we restrict the scope of the Holy Spirit to the human sphere.  We fail to see that the Holy Spirit is 
poured out not only on those assembled few in Jerusalem, and not only on the Christian church, but on all of creation.  
As our forebear in the faith, John Calvin, reminds us:  “For it is the Spirit who, everywhere diffused, sustains all things, 
causes them to grow, and quickens them in heaven and earth . . . transfusing into all things his energy, and breathing 
into them essence, life, and movement.”  (Institutes, 1.13.14) 

 

And if the Holy Spirit is present in all of creation, what does that say about how we relate to the world?  Does it not 
imply a relationship of communion rather than domination and exploitation?  A more recent Reformed theologian, 
Jürgen Moltmann, expounds that idea, writing:  “If the Holy Spirit is ‘poured out’ on the whole creation, then he creates 
the community of all created things with God and with each other, making it that fellowship of creation in which all 
created things communicate with each other and with God.”  (God in Creation, 11) 

 

For centuries, faithful Christians in the Reformed tradition have understood this relationship with creation as the 
theological basis for stewardship of the earth and its resources.  For decades, Presbyterians have been working with 
leaders in science, technology, industry, politics as well as theology and ethics, toward what is sometimes called “eco-
justice”:  ecological health and wholeness together with social and economic justice.  “The vision of eco-justice . . . lifts 
up and affirms the church’s longstanding commitment to justice and peace and adds a major new insight for our time:  
that justice and peace among human beings are inseparable from right relationships with and within the natural 
order.”  (“Restoring Creation for Ecology and Justice,” A Report by the 202nd General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), 1990) 

 

Our Biblical and Reformed traditions also teach us that those who have power and wealth have a moral commitment 
to consider how their actions affect those who are poor and powerless, and to work cooperatively with the entire 
global community on issues that affect their well-being. 

 

The growing crises of global warming and climate change are not just political, economic, or technological issues—
they are moral issues, and concern us not only as citizens of the world, but also as people of faith and followers of Jesus 
Christ. 
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A Note from The Session 
 

The Session met April 25, 2019 in a Stated Meeting. 
 

Highlights included: 
1)  Four Confirmands gave their Statements of Faith 

and were reviewed by Session.  All did a wonderful job 
in their presentations.  Session approved Alexa 

 Holland-Dunn and Ryder Holland-Dunn to receive the 
Sacrament of Baptism, and approved Margaret Arickx, 
Alexa Holland-Dunn, Ryder Holland-Dunn, and Arron 

Ostrander for membership through Confirmation. 
 

2)  Approved sending 50% ($2,250 of $4,500 total) of 
the 2019 Basket Auction proceeds to the Lakeshore 

Center at Okoboji for support of their ongoing 
ministry. 

 

3)  Set a tentative date for roll-out of the Steeple 
Project for mid-May. 

 

David Little, Clerk of Session 

Pentecost Sunday—Wear Red! 
 

June 9 is Pentecost Sunday, when we 
celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
the beginnings of the Christian church. 

In the story in Acts 2, tongues of fire are 
one of the signs of the Holy Spirit, which 
is why Pentecost is associated with the 

color red. 
To help us celebrate, wear something red to church 

on June 9.  We will also incorporate other signs of 
the Holy Spirit—rushing wind, noise, and the 

descending dove. 

Introducing the Rev. Ian McMullen 
 

On Sunday, June 23 we will welcome 
to worship and pulpit the Rev. Ian 

McMullen, who is taking on a 
leadership role in our presbytery, 
North Central Iowa, as well as our 

sister presbytery to the west, 
Prospect Hills, following the retirement of the Rev. 

David Feltman.  Information about Ian is posted on the 
bulletin board in the narthex.  Please come and 

welcome Ian and show him our support in his new 
ministry venture. 

Steeplechase Committee Update 
 

The Steeplechase Committee has presented a plan for 
the demolition of the leaky steeple and replacement 

with new slate shingles.  The session has approved this 
plan, and the next step is the formation of a capital 
campaign team who will help raise 

the funds necessary to proceed. 
 

The total cost of the project will also 
cover gutter repair and repayment of 
a loan from the organ pipes fund that 

was used to pay Bergland & Cram 
Architects for the original steeple 

refurbishment drawings.  The 
estimated funds required are 

between $80,000 and $90,000.  Please prayerfully 
consider your pledge to help keep our sanctuary dry 

and sturdy for years to come. 

A Note from the Mission Ministry Team 
 

Dear church family, 
 

As you know, Puerto Rico, a United States territory, 
was ravaged by Hurricane Maria on September 20, 
2017.  This was the worst 

natural disaster on record for 
the island.  Now after more 
than a year and a half, many 

homes are still covered by 
blue tarps after having their roofs blown away, roads 

still need repair and much more. 
 

Gonzalez Castillo, who was pastor in Veg Alta and 
stated clerk of the Presbytery of San Juan when 
Maria struck, is now the Associate.  Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA), along with two other 

Presbyteries that cover the island, acted immediately 
to help the communities with their emergency needs 
by supplying food, first aid, water, tarps, filters and 

more.  There is still much to do and more help is 
needed. 

 

The Mission Ministry Team is setting aside $500 of 
the Mission allotment money to help in this cause.  

The Mission Team would like to challenge our church 
family to match the $500 already designated for 

Puerto Rico.  Please make checks payable to 
First Presbyterian Church, earmarked for Puerto 
Rico.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration 

in this matter. 
 

The Mission Ministry Team 



 

 

Get Registered for Camp! 
 

Registration is OPEN for all camps over at the 
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji for this summer!  

 

Head over to their website at 
www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.com 

 

FPC-MC will cover 50% of the registration cost  
for anyone in our church and any of their friends.  

 

Just enter the code FPCMC2019 and it will  
automatically cut your cost in HALF! 

Summer Courtyard Movie  

Friday, July 19 
 

Bring your lawn chairs and friends for a fun night! 
We’ll provide refreshments and popcorn as we enjoy  

a great film about family.  Hope you can join us! 

Prayers for Ahrens Family 
 

Libbi Bendickson, the 4 month old daughter  
of Brian and Alyssa (Ahrens) Bendickson and  

grand-daughter of Mike & Lisa Ahrens, passed away 
suddenly on Friday, May 31, 2019 in Le Mars, IA. 

 

Celebration of Life Service will be 11:00 am Thursday, 
June 6, 2019 at the Presbyterian United Church of 

Christ in Le Mars.  Visitation with the family present 
will be from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm on Wednesday, June 
5, 2019 at the Presbyterian United Church of Christ.  

There will be a Prayer Service at 7:00 pm. 
Visitation will resume from 10:00 am until service time 

on Thursday at the church. 
 

Expressions of sympathy can be extended to the  
family through www.rexwinkelfh.com. 

 

Please keep the family in your prayers. 

Little Free Library Cart 

 

Do you have any children’s 
books you’d like to donate? 

 

We’d like to create a Little  
Free Library Cart for kids in the 
Friendship Room.  But we need 

some help building it up.  
 

If you have some books you’d 
be willing to donate, bring 

them by Nate’s office or leave 
them by the cart.  

VBS 2019 - To Mars and Beyond 
 

Come and join us for an Out-of-this-World VBS  
experience.  Our amazing space adventures will take 

place July 29 - August 2 from 5:00—8:00 pm. 
 

Preschool - finished 5th grade are cleared for take-off! 
 

Each day will be filled 
with exciting music, 
amazing science, fun 

games, and memorable 
Bible stories to help the 

children experience 
God’s amazing power. 
SPREAD THE WORD! 

Bob White Window Notecards 
 

Our Membership & Outreach Ministry Team has made 
packs of notecards featuring the Bob White Windows 

in our Sanctuary.  We wanted to create a way for 
people outside of our church to 
see the beauty up close.  If you 

would like a set, they are 
available for a free will donation 
on the Welcome Center Table.  
The funds will help us continue 
to raise our church’s visibility. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship Room 
as we look at the upcoming Sunday 

scripture.  We laugh, share, and learn 
about God working in us.  What a 

wonderful way to enjoy Bible study! 
 

June 12 
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8 
Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

 

June 19 
Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:19-28 

Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39 
 

June 26 
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Psalm 16 
Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62 

 

July 3 
Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-9 

Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

June / July Birthdays 
 

June   4  —  Lucretia Green 
June   8  —  Shelby Helps 
June 10  —  Lanie Ruge 
June 13  —  Don Hofstrand 
June 16  —  Ella Hertzel 
June 19  —  Paula Gahn 
June 20  —  Yvonne Herlitzka 
June 27  —  Ruth Reardon 
June 29  —  Bob Lind 
 
July   3  —  Ron Hanna 
July   7  —  Noah Eckholt 
July   9  —  Randy Davenport 
July 12  —  Deborah Howell 

Rev. Dave Feltman’s  
Retirement Celebration 

 

Saturday, June 22, 2019 
11:00am Worship; 12:30pm Lunch 

First Presbyterian Church 
1111 Fifth Avenue, Fort Dodge, Iowa 

 

To RSVP for the dinner, please contact  
Jeannie Stolee in the Presbytery Office by June 5, 

2019, at 319-233-1747 or at 
northiowapresby@gmail.com.  Dinner is $18/adults 

and $8/children 12 and under. 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+  Family and friends of Libbi Bendickson, daughter 
    of Brian & Alyssa (Ahrens) Bendickson and 
    granddaughter of Mike & Lisa Ahrens, who 
    died on May 31 
+  Shirley Opheim 
+  Penny Anderson 
+  Lee Butler 
+  Lois Dougan 
+  Shirley Dean 
+  Eunice Mechler, mother-in-law of Heidi Mechler 
+  Steve Adair 
+  Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
+  Brian Elliott 

New Officers Elected on June 2 
 

Deacons: 
Jean Laudner (1 year term), Amy Mahaffey, Kyra Shirk, 

Becky Smith, Scott Warren 
 

Elders: 
Bill Jellema, Sarah Kress, Mary Markwalter, 

Paula Warren 
 

Please keep these and all of the Deacons and Elders in 
your prayers. 

 
 
 

A BIG thank you to the following people for helping 
with Meals on Wheels during the week of May 27—31: 

Laura Cerny and Jim Lalor, Paul and Claudia Collier, 
Bob and Sarah Kress, and Fred and Jackie Wendt. 


