
 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Wednesday, April 24 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 

Nominating Committee — 6:30 pm 
Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 

 

Thursday, April 25 
Deacons — 7:00 pm 
Session — 7:00 pm 

 

Saturday, April 27 
Eat, Pray, Love Group — 9:00 am 

 

Sunday, April 28 
Confirmation Sunday 

Lighthouse Kids — 9:00 am 
BLAST — 9:00 am 

Adult Education — 9:00 am 
Worship — 10:30 am 

Confirmation Reception — 11:30 am 
 

Monday, April 29 
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal — 5:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 1 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 
E@T Night — 6:00 pm 

Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, May 2 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team — 1:00 pm 

(at The Willows) 
 

Sunday May 5 
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank Sunday 

Wills Emphasis Sunday 
Lighthouse Kids — 9:00 am 

BLAST — 9:00 am 
Adult Education — 9:00 am 

Worship with Communion — 10:30 am 
 

(“Upcoming Events” continued on page 2) 

A Note from Pastor Paul 

I am grateful for all who made our Holy Week 
services and Easter celebration such a meaningful 
experience this year.  But now that the music has 
ended, now that the Easter eggs have been 
consumed, does that mean Easter is over? 

Maybe we need to be reminded that Easter is not just a one-Sunday 
celebration.  It is a season that only begins with Easter Sunday and 
continues through Ascension and Pentecost. 

Of course, in the Christian church, every Sunday is a kind of Easter 
Sunday.  Every Sunday is a Lord’s Day, a day of resurrection.  And, of 
course, every day all year long we participate in the life of the Christ 
who came to be one of us, lived among us, and still lives among us.  
The way Craig Barnes describes it picks up on the theme of the Easter 
sermon, “Jesus is on the loose!”: 

“While it is popular to ask, ‘What would Jesus do?’ the better 
question was always ‘What is Jesus doing?’  The first question assumes 
that the Savior is on the sidelines and that the burden of life and work 
is on our shoulders.  But in that case the Savior is not really saving but 
it setting impossibly high standards that we attempt to imitate by 
doing what we assume he would do if he were in our situation.  On 
the other hand, the question ‘What is Jesus doing?’ is built on the 
conviction that he is alive, reigning, and at work in our lives.  In other 
words, he is in our situation, and that changes everything about our 
mission.” 

“Clearly, Jesus’ incarnation, ministry, cross, and resurrection make 
up the decisive turning point in the great drama of salvation.  But the 
Kingdom is still coming.  However, it comes not through our efforts at 
doing Christ’s work, but through the ongoing ministry of the ascended 
and reigning Son of God, who completes his own work through the 
Holy Spirit.  One of the means through which the Spirit fulfills Christ’s 
work is by binding or yoking us to the life and work of the Son so that 
we may participate in what Jesus is doing.”  (M. Craig Barnes, The Pastor as 

Minor Poet, p. 59) 

Something to think about as we continue to celebrate Easter and 
look forward to Pentecost. 
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Upcoming Dates 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Monday, May 6 
Membership & Outreach Ministry Team — 

11:15 am  (at MC Library) 
 

Tuesday, May 7 
Community Kitchen — 4:00 pm-6:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 8 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 

Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, May 9 
Building & Properties Ministry Team —  

7:00 pm 
 

Saturday, May 11 
Eat, Pray, Love Group — 9:00 am 

 

                   Sunday, May 12 
                  Mother’s Day 

            Senior Recognition Sunday 
Lighthouse Kids — 9:00 am 

BLAST — 9:00 am 
Adult Education — 9:00 am 

Worship — 10:30 am 
 

Monday, May 13 
“Pulse” Newsletter Articles Due — 12 Noon 

 

Tuesday, May 14 
Coffee & Conversation — 9:00 am 
Mission Ministry Team — 5:00 pm 

 

Wednesday, May 15 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 

Youth & Family Ministry Team — 6:00 pm 
Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 

Adult Education 
9:00 am Sunday Mornings 

 

April 28 
 

Join us on Sunday morning, April 28, at 9:00 am for a 
time of reminiscing about Christian Education at FPC in 
the 1970s and 1980s.  Susan Fisher, Adriana Attleson, 
and Linda Vigars will share their memories of working 
with Pastor Don Simmonds.  They will talk about the 
church school curriculum that was used, the method of 
recruiting teachers, the mission trips they were 
involved in, the shared youth program with the 
Congregational Church, and much more. 

 

May 5 
 

Organ Donation: One Family’s Story & Our Response 
 

The inspirational story of a Charles City teenager will 
be shared by his mother, Wendy Luft, to promote 
awareness of organ donation.  Logan Luft, who died at 
15 in an ATV accident, had donated his organs, and 
through that act provided life to 5 people through his 
organs as well as many others from tissue donation.   

We’ll learn about a bill named “Logan’s Law” which is 
pending in the Iowa legislature and how we can be 
involved in organ donation. 

Coffee & Cookies ….. We Need You! 
 

The Eat, Pray, Love Group will be 
selling coffee & cookies at the 
MercyOne Used Book Sale on May 16, 
17 & 18 at Southbridge Mall.  Please 
donate 2 dozen cookies or bars and/or 
volunteer to work for 2 hours anytime during the 3 
days. 

There will be sign-up sheets posted in the Friendship 
Room.  For questions, please contact Nancy Beenken 
at 641-822-3159. 

A Note from the Session 
 

The Session met March 28, 2019 in a Stated 
Meeting.  Highlights included: 

1)  The Session approved changing the name and 
responsibilities of the Budget and Finance Ministry 
Team.  The new name will be Administration and 
Finance Ministry Team, reflecting a broader charge to 
include handling of the church’s insurance policies, 
conducting financial reviews, and other administration
-related tasks as they arise. 

2)  The Session also approved the creation of a 
Capital Campaign Committee to raise funds for a 
project to remove the steeple and patch/repair the 
roof, likely to be done during late fall 2019.  Estimated 
cost is in the mid “five figure” range – i.e. $XX,XXX.  
Details will follow from the Capital Campaign 
Committee as this group is formed. 

 

David Little, Clerk of Session 



 

 

Bigger Better Board Games 
 

We had a great time during Lent playing 
some of our favorite childhood board 

games.  Check out the photos of all the 
fun on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board. 

Have You Registered for Camp? 
 

Registration is OPEN for all Summer Camps 
at Lakeshore Center at Okoboji this summer! 

 

The theme this year is “Peace it Together!” where 
campers will learn about how God empowers and 

equips us to solve the challenging puzzle of making 
and maintaining peace in our lives and in the world. 

 

Camps run weekly from June 9th - August 2nd. 
 

We’ll cover 50% of the registration cost for anyone in 
our church & their friends.  Just register online at 

 

www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.com 
 

Enter the code  FPCM2019 
and it will automatically cut your cost in HALF! 

 

So take some time to check out what camps are  
available and don’t miss the opportunity to  
create some memories at this special place. 

Upcoming Sunday Celebrations 
 

Confirmation Sunday - April 28 
 

Maggie Arickx 
Ryder Holland-Dunn 

Aaron Ostrander 
Alexis Holland-Dunn 

 
 

Senior Recognition Sunday - May 12  
 

Sadie Arickx 
Hannah Hill 
Carly Seeck 

Parker Holland-Dunn 

SIDE DISH POTLUCK 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1 @ 6PM 

Lighthouse Kids / BLAST are BACK! 
Sunday, April 28th @ 9:00am 

 

Come on upstairs as BLAST (5th-8th grade) and  
Lighthouse Kids (Preschool-4th grade) kicks into gear.  

 

Paige, Steve & Nate are looking forward to seeing 
everyone again and excited to exploring our faiths! 

Empty Tomb Egg Hunt 
 

After our resident courtyard squir-
rel “Nutty” had his fill, our kids had a 
great time searching for the Empty 
Tomb Egg on Easter. 

Thanks to all who participated and for Kristen Long 
who made sure Nutty didn’t get a stomachache! 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
Wednesdays at 10:20 am 

 

Come join us in the Friendship 
Room as we look at the upcoming 
Sunday scripture.  We laugh, share, 
and learn about God working in us.  
What a wonderful way to enjoy 
Bible study! 
 

May 1 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 
 

May 8 
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23 

Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 
 

May 15 
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+ Chuck Hogg 
 

+ Lois Dougan 
 

+ Shirley Dean 
 

+ Steve Adair 
 

+ Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+ Brian Elliott 

April / May Birthdays 
 

   April 26  —  Dan Long 
   April 28  —  Pam Little 
 
   May   1  —  Bob Kress 
   May   4  —  Paula Warren 
   May 11  —  Vaughn Kilborn 
   May 12  —  Teri Elsbury 
   May 13  —  Kathleen Davenport 
            Judy Dunker 
             Jim Lalor 
   May 14  —  Drake Davis 
   May 17  —  Helen Findley 
   May 20  —  Stan Zinnel 
   May 23  —  Kelly Ulrich 
   May 27  —  Coni Samsel 
   May 28  —  Ann Hanes 
   May 29  —  Kaylee Ostrander 
   May 30  —  Lee Butler 

 
 
 
 
 

We had 22 people help with the all church spring 
clean-up day.  It is always fun to see everyone busy 
dusting, mopping, waxing, scrubbing and of course, 
laughing!  The Building & Properties team wants you 
all to you know how much we appreciate your hard 
work. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 

In these last months I have been blessed.  You, my 
church family, have been a great part of that blessing. 

The words of prayers and best wishes, the 
welcoming smiles, the warm hugs, the check-ins of 
phone calls, the well chosen cards in the mail, the gifts 
of food have been there for me as I was privileged to 
be a recipient of a medical miracle procedure. 

Thank you, Dear Ones, for the reassurance and 
support and love I received from your concern and 
caring.  Indeed, you have made Christ known. 

 

With my love, 
Joyce 


