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Upcoming Dates

A Note from Pastor Paul
This past Sunday, the adult education class took a closer
look at the Apocalypse Window, the Bob White fused glass
installation on the west end of the sanctuary. It stands as a
counter-balance to the Creation Window in the chancel,
and the two are connected by the Messiah Windows on
the sides.
If you didn’t know the theme that runs through the Apocalypse Window, it
might look like a jigsaw puzzle that was assembled from the random pieces
of a dozen or more separate puzzles, all mashed together. Among dozens of
images in this mosaic, there are representations of the earliest forms of life,
a Chinese dragon, a pictograph of an ancient hunting scene, the hands of
Moses holding up the two tablets of the commandments, and the image of
the glowing mushroom cloud of a nuclear blast. How do all these images fit
together?
The scheme that Bob White devised, linking these images together, is a
reflection on the destiny of humanity and creation. The window represents
a pictorial survey of the progress of human development and civilization
across millennia. But these images are posed as a struggle between forces
of progress and civilization in tension with forces of destruction and
violence. In this work of art, Bob White poses the open question of whether
humanity will be the caretaker or the destroyer of God’s good creation.
There are three images that skew the Apocalypse Window in a hopeful
direction. The Messianic Rose at the top is a symbol of hope and promise.
The center sweep of images that move from the lower left to the upper right
represents a “ballet of hands” that move from captivity and warfare to the
crucified hand of Jesus, and ultimately to the hand of the resurrected Christ
raised in benediction. As Bob White describes this sequence: “This is an
interweaving of historic fragments which capture in brief form some
elements that have gone into the total history of human civilization.” Then
he asks, “Or can it be called civilized? War persists, persecutions persist, but
with the resurrection, the hand of Christ, raised in benediction.” And along
with the hand of the resurrected Christ, the window is topped with a star, a
sign of the pure light of Christ that continues to shine in the darkness.
Not only does this summarize the theme of the Apocalypse Window, it is
the heart of the Christian faith. Even as we are reassured by the images of
hope and progress and peace and love, we know that forces of hatred and
violence and destruction and death are still at work in the world and
“A Note from Pastor Paul” continued on page 2

Wednesday, March 27
Bible Study — 10:20 am
“Fill You Bowl, Fill Your Soul” — 6:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm
Thursday, March 28
Session — 7:00 pm
Saturday, March 30
Eat, Pray, Love Group — 9:00 am
Sunday, March 31
“BBBG—Bigger, Better Board Games” —
9:00 am (Fellowship Hall)
Adult Education — 9:00 am
Worship — 10:30 am
Basket Auction — 12 Noon
Monday, April 1
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal — 5:30 pm
Tuesday, April 2
Community Kitchen — 4:00 pm to 6:30 pm
Adult Steering Committee — 6:00 pm
Wednesday, April 3
Bible Study — 10:20 am
Mission Ministry Team — 5:00 pm
“Fill Your Bowl, Fill Your Soul” — 6:00 pm
Confirmation — 7:00 pm
Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm
Thursday, April 4
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team — 1:00 pm
(at The Willows)
Friday, April 5
Community Kitchen — 9:00 am to 12:30 pm
Middle School Game Night — 8:00 pm
(“Upcoming Events” continued on page 2)

Upcoming Dates
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Sunday, April 7
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank Sunday
“Bigger, Better Board Games” — 9:00 am
Adult Education — 9:00 am
Worship with Communion — 10:30 am
Monday, April 8
“Pulse” Newsletter Articles Due — 12 Noon
Membership & Outreach Ministry Team —
11:30 am (at MC Library)
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal — 5:30 pm

“Fill Your Bowl — Fill Your Soul”
Each Wednesday during the season of Lent we
gather from 6:00 to 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall for a
simple soup meal followed by Vespers, a time of
singing, readings, prayers, and meditation. Each week
we will read a different part of the Sermon on the
Mount, and pray an extended prayer based on the
Lord’s Prayer. This is an opportunity to engage in
some Lenten spiritual practices in a community setting.

Tuesday, April 9
Coffee & Conversation — 9:00 am

The Crucifixion in Art
A Note from Pastor Paul
(continued from page 1)

sometimes even in us. But we also trust in the power
of resurrection to bring life and hope where we see
only death and despair.
As Nadia Bolz-Weber describes it, “the Christian faith,
while wildly misrepresented in so much of American
culture, is really about death and resurrection. It’s
about how God continues to reach into the graves we
dig for ourselves and pull us out, giving us new life, in
ways both dramatic and small.”
As we move toward the end of the season of Lent, we
will immerse ourselves once again in the annual
dramatization of this narrative of our faith. The
enthusiastic embrace of Jesus by the Palm Sunday
crowds will be held in tension with the Maundy
Thursday prediction of betrayal and rejection by his
closest friends and disciples; the violence and death
and despair of Good Friday in tension with the ultimate
victory of life and love and hope for the future in the
resurrection on Easter.
I invite you to take the time to enter into this story
with our church family. You can find details in this
newsletter about our Holy Week and Easter services.
And I invite you to take advantage of the remarkable
gift we have in all the Bob White fused glass windows—
to use the vivid images in the Creation and Apocalypse
windows, as well as the text and images of the Messiah
windows to enhance your reflection on our journey
through Lent to Easter.

On Sunday, March 31, Pastor Paul will present “The
Crucifixion in Art: from the 5th Century to
Contemporary Times.”
We will look at some of the earliest depictions of the
crucifixion in painting and sculptures, explore how and
why the depiction changed over centuries, and finally,
how the image of Christ crucified persists in
contemporary art. Join us at 9:00 am in the Meeting
Place.

Calling All Bakers…Hot Cross Buns
If you love to bake, we need you! FPC will be
hosting an Easter morning breakfast of hot cross buns
and coffee.
Maybe you have a favorite recipe or want to try
baking these delectable treats for the first time. Bring
your baked goods to the church kitchen on Easter
Sunday, April 21. We’ll be gathering at 9:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall.

Bigger Better Board Games
Sundays @ 9:00am - Fellowship Hall
March 10 - April 14
Many of us have fond memories of
playing board games, so let’s have a
little fun BUT with one big change…
Let’s make them BIGGER & BETTER!
During Lent we’ll be super-sizing
several of your favorite games to
have a little fun for all ages.

2019 Basket Auction
Sunday, March 31
Come have some fun and help
us raise funds to support the
Lakeshore Center and all those
who will be attending this year.
Just BRING A BASKET to donate
with a theme OR a gift of your
time/talents! Then stick around after worship, JOIN
US FOR LUNCH and BID on a few fun baskets to take
home. Questions? Call Nate at 641-424-4273.

The New Hope Mission Project was a great success
due to your generosity! Thank You!
A special thank you to Suzanne and Don Hofstrand
for delivering a large tote to the mission. Later, we
shipped two large boxes of clothing and toiletries to
Arizona. In addition to the items collected, we had
$282.75 cash and a $25 VISA card donated. A check
along with the VISA card have been mailed to the
mission. Thank you for caring and sharing!
The Mission Ministry Team

A heartfelt thank you to Jerry Stephens, Bob Kress
and Bob Elsbury for delivering 44 boxes of books to the
Joice Library.
The Mission Ministry Team

Have You Registered for Camp?
Registration is OPEN for all Summer Camps at
Lakeshore Center at Okoboji this summer! The theme
this year is “Peace it Together!” where campers will
learn about how God empowers and equips us to
solve the challenging puzzle of making and
maintaining peace in our lives and in the world.
Camps run weekly from June 9th - August 2nd.
We’ll cover 50% of the registration cost for anyone in
our church & their friends. Just register online at
www.lakeshorecenteratokoboji.com
Enter the code FPCM2019 and it will automatically cut
your cost in HALF!
So take some time to check out what camps are
available and don’t miss the opportunity to create
some memories at this special place.

A Thank You from the
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank
A thank you note was received from the Hawkeye
Harvest Food Bank for our church’s donation of $291
and 66 pounds of food which was collected during our
Souper Bowl challenge.
The food bank is 100% volunteer staffed. During the
past year 21,926 individuals were served. They are
grateful for our gifts and support.

Wednesday Bible Study Readings
Wednesdays at 10:20 am
Come join us in the Friendship
Room as we look at the upcoming
Sunday scripture. We laugh, share,
and learn about God working in us.
What a wonderful way to enjoy
Bible study!
March 27
Joshua 5:9-12; Psalm 32
2 Corinthians 5:16-21; Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
April 3
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14; John 12:1-8

Please keep the following people
in your prayers:
Joyce Hanes; friends and family of Ava
Coolican; Mike Demroy, nephew of
Nancy Beenken, recovering from brain
surgery; Bob McCoy; Diane Trimble,
recovering after back surgery; Margie
Schmidt; Jim and Ann Kuhlman’s daughter Lisa, health
concerns; Lois Dougan; Shirley Dean; Steve Adair; Julie
Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler; Brian Elliott

A Note from the Building and Properties
Ministry Team
The Building and Properties Team has scheduled a
church clean-up day for Saturday, April13th from 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. We look forward to ridding the
church of the winter dirt and giving it the freshness of
spring. Coffee and donuts will be served before we
start. We will provide an assortment of cleaning
products but could use more rags/sponges, buckets,
mops and vacuums.
The Adopt-A-Chandelier project is almost complete.
The Building and Properties Team appreciates the
work of Stan Zinnel, Jerry Stephens, Bob Lind, Don
Smith, John Henry, Skye Koenen, and Mike Ostrander.
A special thanks to Bob Kress who has climbed to
unbelievable heights for many years taking care of the
lights. These guys spent several hours replacing the
sanctuary light bulbs with LEDs. We also thank the
ladies who showed up to feed them lunch. What a
blessing to enjoy such team work.

New Furniture
You may have noticed some new additions to our
church—new pieces of furniture. We have a new
round table and chairs and a couple of high-top tables
in the Friendship Room. And we soon will replace
some of the worn folding chairs and add two more
high-top tables in the Fellowship Hall. We will also be
upgrading the sound system in the Fellowship Hall. All
of these additions were made possible by memorial
gifts given in memory of family and friends. Because
of the generosity of others, we are able to upgrade our
furnishings without depleting our budgeted funds. We
are grateful!

March / April Birthdays
March 26 — Kristin Ehlers
March 29 — Jackie Wendt
April 2 — Yvonne Addis
Irene Swanson
April 3 — Dee Hunt
April 7 — Virginia Balmer
April 10 — Gene Kuehn
April 13 — Judy Henry
April 14 — Cheri Collins
Tina Mathahs
April 16 — Leigh Boehmer
Dave Little
April 18 — Carolyn McArthur
Jennifer Ostrander
April 19 — Aaron Ostrander
April 20 — Kathy Jones
April 23 — Gary Howell
April 26 — Dan Long
April 28 — Pam Little

Holy Week and Easter Services
Palm Sunday—April 14, 10:30 am in the Sanctuary
We will dramatize the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem, waving our palms, and the
children will lead us in song.

Maundy Thursday—April 18, 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
Following a simple meal, we will remember when Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples and shared a last supper with them. Then we will break bread and pass the
cup at our tables.

Good Friday—April 19, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary
We cannot really understand the power and efficacy of Easter resurrection unless we
have also experienced the darkness and death of Good Friday. The Christian story is
one that moves from darkness to light, from death to life. On Friday, we will mark
the crucifixion and death of Jesus. During the service, through music, spoken word,
and silence, we will enter into the darkness of Christ’s suffering love.

Easter Sunday—April 21
We will begin at 9:30 am in Fellowship Hall with hot cross buns, coffee and juice, and
then process into the Sanctuary bearing the light of Christ. There at our 10:30 am
worship we will celebrate the resurrection with music and liturgy and the sacrament
of communion.

