
 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Wednesday, February 27 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 

Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 
 

Thursday, February 28 
Session — 7:00 pm 

 
Saturday, March 2 

Eat, Pray, Love Group — 9:00 am 
 

Sunday, March 3 
Hawkeye Harvest Food Bank Sunday 

Lighthouse Kids — 9:00 am 
BLAST — 9:00 am 

Adult Education — 9:00 am 
Worship with Communion — 10:30 am 

 
Monday, March 4 

Membership & Outreach Ministry 
Team — 11:30 am  (MC Library) 

Joyful Ringers Rehearsal — 5:30 pm 
 

Tuesday, March 5 
Building & Properties Ministry 

Team — 12 Noon 
Community Kitchen —  

4:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, March 6 
 
 
 

Bible Study — 10:20 am 
E@T Night — 6:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday Service — 7:00 pm 
Choir Rehearsal following Service 

A Note from Pastor Paul 

 A couple of weeks ago, if you were in Sunday worship, you 
might remember a snarky note that was added after the title of 
the hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth.”  It said “to be sung 
without irony.” 
 Here is what I meant, at the time.  We usually sing that 
hymn in Spring and Summer, maybe at the beginning of Autumn 
when the leaves are brilliantly colored.  But, except for a few of us, we don’t often 
think of celebrating this time of year as beautiful.  Winter is a season to get through 
as best we can, or escape if we can, but not to celebrate for its beauty.  And that’s 
too bad.  We should consider the beauty of the earth at all times, in all seasons. 
 Well, that was all before the polar vortex was followed by the snow-mageddon.   
 Now I’m having second thoughts. 
 I have to admit that digging out from under 14 inches of heavy snow—
particularly when the 40 mph wind blows it right back in your face—makes it a bit 
more difficult to sing a cheery hymn about the beauty of the earth.  And it makes “In 
the Bleak Mid-Winter” a bit more appropriate. 
 But apart from my own personal discomfort and inconvenience, the extreme 
weather we have been experiencing recently is unsettling.  Not just cold and snowy, 
but hot and dry; and not just this past few weeks, but for the past few years. 
 We will manage this snow cover; it too shall pass.  But I’m not so sure we can 
say the same about the changes in climate the entire world is experiencing.  For 
many years now, credible scientists have been warning us about the effects of 
excessive carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, and more and more people around the 
globe are starting to pay attention, but little in the way of effective action seems to 
be taking place, particularly in our own country, the second largest contributor of 
CO2 emissions. 
 In the Genesis story, we humans are made caretakers and stewards of the 
earth.  And I believe we are doing a lousy job of it.  And the results are not just the 
inconvenience of massive snowfall.  The results that should have us most worried 
are the long-lasting effects that climate change will have on those least able to cope 
with it, our neighbors in developing countries to the south.  As people of faith we 
are called to care for the most vulnerable of our neighbors, whether they are across 
the street or across national borders. 
 One of the most beautiful things about this world is when we humans step up to 

a crisis and make sacrifices to help the well-being of strangers.  That is what is 

needed now more than ever.  Whether it is writing to elected officials, or making 

changes in your lifestyle, or supporting the efforts of other citizens to address global 

warming and climate change, the earth and our faith tradition calls us to step up and 

become good stewards of the only home we have. 
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Upcoming Dates 
(continued from page 1) 

 

Thursday, March 7 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Team — 1:00 pm 

(at The Willows) 
 

Sunday, March 10 
 
 
 
 

BBG-Bigger, Better Board Games — 9:00 am 
Adult Education — 9:00 am 

Worship — 10:30 am 
 

Monday, March 11 
“Pulse” Newsletter Articles Due —  

12 Noon 
Joyful Ringers Rehearsal — 5:30 pm 

 
Tuesday, March 12 

Coffee & Conversation — 9:00 am 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
Bible Study — 10:20 am 

“Fill Your Bowl, Fill Your Soul” — 6:00 pm 
Choir Rehearsal — 7:00 pm 

Fanchon Wilson’s 90th Birthday 
 

On March 13, our friend Fanchon Wilson will reach 
90 years of age!  To celebrate, some of her family will 
be at church with her on Sunday, March 10 and will 
help us host a reception honoring her in the Friendship 
Room after worship.  Fanchon is looking forward to 
seeing her church friends.  Her address is: 

 

 Good Shepherd Health Center 
 302 2nd St. NE,  #128 
 Mason City, IA  50401 

Ash Wednesday 
 

On Wednesday, March 6, at 7:00 pm in the 

Sanctuary, we will observe the beginning of the season 

of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service.  It is a time to 

remember our mortality, and also to begin the journey 

through the wilderness, in which we rely only on God’s 

graces. 

“Fill Your Bowl—Fill Your Soul” 
 

Wednesdays March 13—April 10 at 6:00 pm 
 

On each of the Wednesdays of Lent, beginning 

March 13, at 6:00 pm, we will gather in the Fellowship 

Hall for a simple soup supper, prepared each week by 

members of the congregation.  We will follow the 

meal with a brief vespers service of singing, readings, 

prayer, and meditation. 

Farewell to the Opheims 
 

On Sunday, February 17, we held a reception after 
worship to say good-bye to Wayne and Barb Opheim, 
who are moving to Stonehaven in Eagan, Minnesota.  
Even though the weather prevented the Opheims from 
attending in person, we held the celebration anyway, 
and by means of speaker phone we wished them well 
on their way.  We will miss them. 

Below is their new address, so you can write them a 
personal note.  Or send a 90th birthday card to Wayne. 

 

  Wayne & Barb Opheim 
  1000 Station Trail 
  Unit 203 
  Eagan, MN  55123 



 

 

NCI Presbytery Mission Trip — Recap 
New Bern, North Carolina 

 

Our presbytery took a mission trip to New Bern, NC 
to help families recover from Hurricane Florence.  Days 
were filled with installing flooring, updating electrical, 
plumbing bathrooms, and spending time with the 
homeowners hearing about their struggles. 
 

On Sunday, March 17 after worship, there will be a 
presentation in the Fellowship Hall if you’d like to see 
all the pictures and hear of PDA’s support in New Bern. 

IN THE EVENT OF POOR WEATHER CONDITIONS  
(please use your best judgement) 

 

weekdays: if MC schools cancel/let out early  
ALL church activities are canceled! 

Check: KIMT || Facebook || discovernorthiowa.com 

February / March Birthdays 
 

 

   February 26  —  Keely Hertzel 
 

   February 29  —  Mary Davenport 
 
   March   1  —  Danielle Davis 
 

   March   3  —  Doreen Rick 
 

   March   6  —  Lisa Shirk 
 

   March   9  —  Wayne Opheim 
          J. D. Thoreson 
 

   March 10  —  Carol Djuren 
         Jennifer Ehlers-Suydam 
 

   March 12  —  Judy Butler 
 

   March 15  —  Steve Adair 
 

   March 17  —  Dave Djuren 
 

   March 18  —  Steve Ehlers 
 

   March 20  —  Jean Laudner 
 

   March 21  —  John Henry 
 

   March 22  —  Donna Lee Olson 
 

   March 25  —  Becky Smith 
          Bruce Trimble 
 

   March 26  —  Kristin Ehlers 
 

   March 29  —  Jackie Wendt 

Bigger Better Board Games 
Sundays @ 9:00 am — Fellowship Hall 

 

March 10 - April 14 
 

Many of us have fond memories of 
playing board games, so let’s have a 
little fun BUT with one big change… 
Let’s make them BIGGER & BETTER! 

 

During Lent we’ll be super-sizing  
several of your favorite games to  

have a little fun for all ages. 

                   Ashes & Ice Cream 
 

Wednesday, March 6 @ 7:30pm 
 

After our Ash Wednesday service, come 
with our youth over to McDonalds for  

an ice cream cone.  We’ll talk about the  
worship service and how we can prepare 

ourselves during the season of Lent.  

Save the Date! 
2019 Basket Auction 

 

Sunday, March 31 
 

Come have some fun and help  
us raise funds to support the 

Lakeshore Center and all those who 
will be attending this year. 

 

Just BRING A BASKET to donate with 
a theme OR a gift of your 

time/talents! 
 

Then stick around after worship, JOIN US FOR LUNCH 
and BID on a few fun baskets to take home. 

Questions?  Call Nate at 641-424-4273. 



 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Readings 
 

Wednesdays at 10:20 am 
 

Come join us in the Friendship 
Room as we look at the upcoming 
Sunday scripture.  We laugh, share, 
and learn about God working in us. 
What a wonderful way to enjoy 
Bible study! 
 

February 27 
Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 99 

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 
 

March 6 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 

Please keep the following people  
in your prayers: 

 

+ Doug Kennedy, recovering after a fall 
 

+ Wayne & Barb Opheim 
 

+ Dick Smith 
 

+ Margie Schmidt 
 

+ Gloria Collier, Pastor Paul’s mother, hip fractures 
 

+ Jim & Ann Kuhlman’s daughter Lisa 
 

+ Warren and Mary Woerner 
 

+ Lois Dougan 
 

+ Shirley Dean 
 

+ Steve Adair 
 

+ Julie Eaton, daughter of Lee and Judy Butler 
 

+ Brian Elliott 


